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I nformation on the UConn Physics Department Preiminary Examinations

As part of the PhD degree in Physics at UConn estugent is required to pass the Preliminary Exations
(“prelims”), which have both written and oral exaomponents. These exams are intended to testuitens on
a broad foundation of physics knowledge. The rgagerning the exams are as follows:

1) There are four written prelims given on separagsda

(a) Electrodynamics (at the level of PHYS 5301630

(b) Classical Mechanics (at the level of PHYS 5p3118])

(c¢) Quantum Mechanics (at the level of PHYS 5482] and 5402 [323])
(d) Statistical Mechanics (at the level of PHY $6%324])

The Preliminary Examination Committee (“prelim coittee”) prepares and grades the written exams, and
reports the grades to the Faculty in a speciairpriglculty meeting for ratification.

2) All four exams are given twice a year, as soorsdsasible before the beginning of each semesher. T
Quantum Mechanics exam will be 4 hours in duratiba;other exams will be 3 hours.

3) A student is required to pass all four writte@ams prior to the beginning of his/her sixth semest the
PhD program. A student is strongly encouragedke the exams as soon as is consistent with his/her
background in the material covered. There is tadpenalty if a student fails an exam in an eattismapt.

4) After having passed the written prelims, the sta@deadmitted to the oral examination (“oral”)should be
held as soon as possible, and at most within 1fyewrthe time the student passes the written exams
Oral Examination Committee (“oral committee”) caigig of the student’s Advisory Committee and two
other faculty members appointed by the Chair ofpitedim committee conducts the oral. In the oral th
student gives a presentation of approximately 2@uiais on an application of physics in contemporary
science, engineering or technology, followed bygal examination of the basic physics concepts and
contextual questions related to the student’s ptatien. The oral committee may invite the studsatk to
another session before deciding on the final ougcofrihe exam. The student should discuss the tdjilee
oral in advance with his/her Principal Advisor.

5) A student who has not passed all the written exafites exhausting the allowed attempts cannot betsetin
to the oral by vote of the prelim faculty meetiid.the request of the student or his/her princgzhlisor,
his/her case is referred to a separate Appeals @teaemappointed by the Head of the Department. The
appeals committee must have no overlap with thaesits advisory committee or the last prelim conbeeit
that graded the student’s work. This committe¢ stildy the case and make a recommendation tantive e
faculty for a vote at a later date. On this oamashe core documents related to the appeal suitteagppeal
letter and the transcript and prelim history of shedent must be made available to the entire tiacul

6) At the request of the prelim committee, the Priatifdvisor of a part-time student must submit apesg as
in part 5 if an extension of the time limits is ded. Such an appeal does not in itself indicatatisfactory
performance by the student.



